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ABSTRACT 

The legislature of the State of Maryland enacted a 
bill that requires each county in the state to conduct a needs 
assessment for the delivery of before- euid after-school child care 
services to children 4-14 years of age and offer recommendations for 
the delivery of care. This document provides Prince George's County's 
response to the legislation. Content includes discussion of current 
services, policies, a survey of parents • need for services, data 
compilation, survey results, and demographic data. Analyses of 
services, of policies, of the survey, cOid of the demographic data are 
also reported. Data indicated that Prince George's County has a 
critical need for school-age child care services for children between 
4 and 14 years of age. A total of 32,944 children have no supervision 
before or after school. It is concluded that the county has 
appropriate service models in place. All that is required to meet 
children's needs is an expansion of current services. The survey 
instniment is included in the report, as is a copy of the bill 
(HB-1071). (RH) 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 
RESPONSE TO HB 1071 SCHOOL-AGE CHILD CARE NEEDS ASSESSMENT 



Prince George s County has long recognized the need for both 
preschool child care and school-age child care. Our County 
is unique m that we have the highest percentage of working 
wonen m the nation. With a total population of 696,500 
citizens, and 212,423 children ages birth through nineteen, 
we have only an estimated 13,000 licensed day care slots 
available to our children of all ages. While we have made 
inroads m serving some of oiir child care needs, HB 1071 
provides our County, and all Maryland jurisdictions, an 
opportunity to reassess the current child care situation. 
We are pleased to participate in this needs assessment, and 
hope that together we can better serve our children, youth 
and families. ^ 

Child care has been recognized as a critical need by many 
segments of our County government. In January, 1985, County 
Executive Parris Glendening released a "Child Care Task 
Force Report" documenting an enormous need for child care in 
Prince George's Countyt 95,000 to 100,000 children, ages 
birth through fourteen years. With the opening of the 
Prince George's County Employees' Child Care Center, in 
November, 1985, County Executive Parris Glendening 
demonstrated his commitment to his employees and helped 
answer some of their child care needs. This Center serving 
infants through six year olds, also fulfilled another 
important goal by becoming a model to local private 
industry. 

The Prince George's County Economic Development Corporation 
m cooperation with the Private Industry Council, conducted 
a survey, m April, 1988, of private industry employers, 
concerning their child care needs and services. A copy of 
this survey is enclosed for your information. 

county Executive Glendening designated the Prince George's 
county Commission for Children and Youth as the lead agency 
m preparing this response to HB 1071. The Commission staff 
consulted with several County agencies to produce this 
coordinated effort, in the demographic section, MNCPPC, and 
the Of f ice of Management and Budget provided both data and 
technical assistance. In the needs assessment section, the 
Prince George's Public School System provided invaluable 
assistance with the needs assessment survey. The Department 
of Social Services conducted surveys to help complete the 
data needed. Without the cooperation of each of these 
agencies, completion of this survey would have been 
impossible. The Commission for Children and Youth is 
grateful to all those agencies who shared their time and 
expertise with us. 



Page 3 



A. CURRENT SERVICES 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 

Currently the Prince George's County Public School System 
operates nine (9) before and after School prograas, and ?our 
(4) extended day .agnet programs t/ithin the pGblic school 

?ieJer(l2feeaJr"?ot'a? ^^'"^ ^'^^ (5) ^S?iugh 

twelve I 12 J years. Total current enrollment is 978 

HISTORY 

Magnet Program: 

i-rince George's County is currenriy under a court ordered 
desegregation plan. As an alternative to court orde?J5 
busing, "Magnet- schools were instituted for parents to have 
an opportunity to voluntarily move their children iSto 
different school district, to integrate the schSSls? Of 
the eleven Magnet programs, four are -Extended Day- in the 
elementary schools. ^ ^ 

Before and After School Program: 

n2?*i«?°Sl2 Cathrine Burch recognized the tremendous 

?f^oi^?^on f^^'L^". ^^^^'^ She submitted a 

resolution to the Board, the policy setting branch of the 

DroS?LTf^'' requesting the school administration to 
provide before and after school care in the public schools. 

POLICY 
Magnet : 

Access to the program remains on a first come first serve 

based upon racial guidelines. Magnet schools provide 

?nc?uler?n^^^rf'''''°°i ^'^-^ enrichment component 

i^luded in the fee. Computers, music lessons, cooking, 

o?Sgramf homework assistance are all part of the 

Before and After School: 

*^^®f ^""^"^^ program is opened in an elementary 
tu^??in °^ ^^^^^y students register and pay 

tuition. The school system operates the program based 
exclusively on parent generated fees. BaLd upSn tMs fact 
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many of the extras offered in the Magnet prograis are not 
available in the before and after school program. Staff 
remains highly qualified in both programs since the school 
system pay scale is much higher than the private provider 
rate. 

FEES' 

Magnet : 

$35.00 per week. 

Before and After School: 

In this pre ^ ram fees range according to the number of 
participants: 

30-39 students— $45 per week 

40-54 students— $40 per week 

55 and above ~$35 per week 

Both programs operate only during the calendar school year 
from 7:00 am - 6:00 pm, regardless of the weather or other 
school in-service adjustments. 

Centers are open during Spring break. 

During inclement weather centers close only when the County 
government closes (infrequently!). When schools are closed 
three centers remain open. Any student registered in the 
after school program may attend one of these three centers. 



The Prince George's County School System provides four year 
old programs to 660 children. 

400 children in the Head Start Program 
25 children in the Montessori Magnet Program 
235 children in the Early Extended Education Program 
a State funded program. 



In addition to these programs, 648 students are enrolled in 
special education classes with children from three to five 
years old* 

All of these programs are half day programs with no day care 
or extended hours provided. Transportation is provi ""-sd for 
the Head Start, Early Extended Education Program, and 
Special Education only. 
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NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS 



Private schools- licensed by the Maryland State department of 
Education are called non-public schools. Prince George's 
County has 33 nursery schools of which eight provide before 
and after school care. Twenty elementary schools operate in 
the County and four of these provide school-age child care. 



REGISTERED FAMILY DAY CARE PROVIDER 

Prince George's County currently has registered 985 family 
day care providers. A random telephone sample of 12.69% of 
these providers was conducted equally in the North, Central, 
and Southern areas in the County. 

43% of family day care providers are currently providing 
care for school-age children, before and/or after school. 

16% of the total children in family day care are school-age. 

Fees vary according to the number of hours used; from SIO.OO 
to $65.00 weekly. 

Family Day Care Providers provide care: 

-79% provide care during the summer 
-88% provide care during school holidays 
-92% provide care for public school early closings and 
late openings 



LICENSED DAY CARE 



Prince George's County has 150 licensed child care centers. 
Approximately half or 75 provide child care for school-age 
children, age five-twelve years. These programs consider 
four year olds part of the preschool age grouping and 
statistics were unavailable as to how many four year olds 
attend on a part-time before and after school basis. 

Each program serves about nineteen school-age children for a 
total of an estimated 1425 children. 

Centers charge an average of $43.00 per week, -with the range 
varying from $30.00 to $70.00. 

Licensed Day Care Providers: 

- 96% provide care during the summer 

- 75% provide care on school holidays 

- 90% provide care during early closings and late 
openings 
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PARKS AND RECREATTftM 

park and recreation pro9«iI,: ' '^""^ operates 

^l,^rfn«%|^- frcS^nlj.-"-^ -^^^ 
y«5sr"*" '° 'Se five through twelve 

Pees are 585.00 per aonth. 

^eratn"?ee°summ2^ T'"' '"'"9 "NCPPC 
hH 3en«lrrecre«Ln a^f J!?"?'"''"* «»<i 

that^equire" fee! Lr-s «J ""P progrLs 

centers during Spring break? oP«ated at recreational 

Sit Slt°'d«iS%'Sii;i°|;o?njy.?* P"^e"i°-l ^ay. 

orL"%i?i=j';jsiijru'S?fi'^rors'"if "r'? 

for the full day du'e to in^?\S:-p.J|,::''SSi: SI? Sj.°;.1e. 
PRIMCE SEORGE'S COUOTY MBM ORim. LIBIOKY sv«t,m 

throughout the .JstM: The2 ir^^" " 

length and are dUl^U ^Troll^e^lLVntr' ^" 

"Undtig UtaaJi"t"he'ISS'o^"?h'"'J °* 

i^i^t'»Sir!ii?ri Ser- " 

ages 7-11 called "SS*. L?f^ J progran for children 

children a^SiJIee^^^? '^e^i^r°L^*L'^^e%V5^1"^^ •.'it'^' 
three days a week. There is no fee fo? tSis pro?!?f»?''' 

w"o^X^%^f??I^.3^*J,^S^ increasingly as 

do not serve in loco Sarentf^ fnS i'*^"''! * "^^^ library staff 

responsibility for th£ !J?i; 

con^^rn foi't^^^^^Jj SJ'tSele-chlJlLS" ^'^^""^"^ ^"^^ 
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YMCA Of METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 



j The YMCA provides two (2) before school programs and twelve 

(12) after school programs. 

i Over 200 children participate, ages five through twelve. 

Before school care is $87.00 per month. After school care 
is $140.00 per month, per participant, respectively. 

i The YMCA offers five (5) summer camps a week, in different 

locations, from 7:00 am-6:00 pm. 110 children participate 
per week. 

j Camps operate during Spring and Christmas break. 

Programs do not operate during inclement weather closings. 



MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

'r 

In October, 1984, the Mental Health Association of Prince 
; George's County, inc. developed a training session called 

"You're in Charge", a program for children in self-care and 
their families. 

The Association also operates the "Care- Line" a latchkey 
hotline which serves 200 children a year. Care-Line 
volunteers contact fifty children daily. 

it 



Page 8 

9 



I// ' ' 
% 

B. POLICIES 

r 

I Local policies clearly affect the delivery of school-age 

child care in Prince George's County. 

I' • « 

ZONING ORDINAMCES 

\ Pririce George's County has in the past required a Special 

Exception for group day care centers in all zoning 
categories with very few exceptions. The Special Exception 
process is time consuming and costly requiring a detailed 

\ site plan and a zoning attorney. This had the effect of 

restricting child care availability. 

In the last County Council session, three bills passed which 
were introduced by County Council Members Castaldi and Mills 
concerning child care. These bills allowed a Permitted Use 
to a great many zones which will remove the barriers of 
expense and time to prospective providers. 

A second bill decreased the amount of playground space 
necessary for a child care center. 

The third in this trio of bills was a resolution asking the 
Prince George's County Government, Maryland National Capital 
Park and Planning Commission, and the Board of Education to 
assess their vacant or unused property and submit a listing 
of all properties suitable for group day care centers. This 
bill, due September 30,1988, is the first step in making 
available publicly owned property to child care providers. 

TRANSPORTATION 

Prince George's County is a large County encompassing 488 
square miles. Our public transportation system in some 
areas of this County is inadequate. In addition, as 
outlined previously, the Prince George's County Public 
School System is under a court mandated desegregation order. 
Although the Magnet program requires less busing than a 
mandatory busing system, our school buses are still under a 
heavy demand. There is not as much flexibility in 
scheduling buses or money available to provide buses for 
school-age child care. 

STATE POLICIES 

In this section, the Commission would be remiss if this 
report did not include mention of State policies that have a 
great impact on school age child care. Prince George's 
County is consistently under funded in the day care subsidy 
program. The current level of funding at 2.3 million 
dollars is just not meeting the demand. Many children are 
unable to receive the care needed since the subsidies are 
unavailable to them. There must be more voucher fundingl 
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C. HEED FOR SERVICES 



To respond to part C. of HB 1071, the Co»aission for 
Children and Youth distributed the encl^.sed survey form. 
Pour schools in the Prince George* s County Public School 
System were selected for this school-age child care needs 
assessment survey* The schools were: 



District Heights Elementary School. ..... .492 students 



These elementary schools are located in the north, central, 
and southern areas of the County. None of the schools 
polled has an on-site Extended Day, before and after school, 
YMCA, or recreation program. 

METHODOLOGY 

Oil September 7, 1988, the second day of school, each student 
In the above listed schools received the survey, a letter 
from the Commission explaining the survey, and a pre«* 
addressed, postage paid envelope. Response was immediate, 
and has continued for three weeks. The response rate is 
24%. Tho school administration was quite helpful by 
contacting each principal and assuring their cooperation in 
the distribution of the survey. Federal law prohibits the 
school system from distributing the names and addresses of 
students to the Commission, so we were unable to follow up 
this survey with a personal telephone call to each parent to 
urge more responses be completed. 

Each school survey is color coded to identify potential 
child care availability differences in each geographic 
location. 



Melwood Elementary School.. 
Riverdale Elementary School 
Kettering Middle School.... 



554 students 
625 students 
780 students 



2,451 total 



District Heights Elementary - central - green 
Melwood Elementary southern -> yellow 

Riverdale Elementary - northern - blue 

Kettering Middle - central - white 
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Data Cowpilation 



ERIC 



White Blue Tellow Green TotaJ 

NuBber of 182 lis 163 121 . 50^ 

Por«» Returned ^ 



Number of 416 306 

Children 

Number of 279 209 

Children Ages 

4-14 

Number of 217 106 

Boys 



Current Care 



Neighbor 22 



Recreation 5 
Center 

Relative 94 



305 230 « 1257 

264 201 m 953 



177 125 . 625 

Number of 194 103 148 106 - 551 



Day Care 6 51 H i - c*. 

Center xx 1 . 



13 59 29 



» 123 

Home Alone 133 30 45 55 ^ 263 

Registered 12 6 26 19 

Family Day 0^0 12 . 56 

Care Provider 

Sitter in the 6 19 16 4 « 

Home * « 45 

Sibling Care 24 5 14 ,p 

in the Home ^ 14 18 « 61 

(over the age 
of 14) 



-0- -0- 



31 94 64 



283 



Public School 7 -0- .0- n 

System " -0- » 7 
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White Blufe Yellow 
Satisfaction with Current Arrangement 



Very Satisfied 109 

iSonewhat 47 
Satisfied 

Sonewhat 14 
Dissatisfied 

Dissatisfied 4 



59 
40 

13 

8 



104 
38 

9 

8 



Green 

52 
38 

9 

20 



Total 

324 
163 

45 

40 



Type of Care Preferred for Children 



In School • 47 

PrograiT: 

Parents 14 

Sitter in the 16 
Hone 

Registered -0- 
Faaily Day 
Care Provider 

Care at Place 1 
of Employment 



55 

17 
8 



72 

16 
9 



-0- 



68 

4 

3 



-0- 



242 

51 
36 



Barriers of Preferred Child Care 

Expense 65 64 

Difficulty 39 32 
Finding Care 

Low Quality ' 16 26 
Care 

Distance from 24 18 
Home 

Transportation 24 18 



62 

53 

14 
27 
20 



64 
24 

25 

12 

11 



« 255 

= 147 

81 
81 

= 73 



Page 12 

13 



White Blue Yellow Green 

Barriers of Preferred Child Cur^ rr»»»<^»^^| 

Child Does 13 7 s ^ 

Hot Want the ^ 
Service 

»pn« 65 34 45 33 

What the Local or st ate Governaent Could Do to Help 

Provide More 56 48 52 

Prograas 

Provide Financial 23 23 33 

Support 29 



Provide 6 12 

Tr a n snor ^ a i on 



2 2 



Full Day 1 3 1 

Kindergarten 



2 



Future Child Care Needs 



School Aged 
Child Care 


34 


45 


63 




Shift Care 


-0- 


2 




— 


Full Day 
Kindergarten 


-0- 


1 


4 


- 


Work Hours 










Between 6:30 am 
and 6:30 pm 


215 


120 


185 


96 


After 6:30 pa 


-0- 


8 


11 


1 


Before 6:30 aa 


-0- 


15 


29 


27 


Shift Hours 


47 


20 


27 


22 
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White 


Blue Yellow 


Green 


Total 


< 


Faniiy Incoae 














Less than $5,000 


4 


11 


2 


5 


m 22 




$5,000-$9,999 


1 


7 


-0- 


5 


13 


t;- • 


?10,000-$14,999 


1 


10 


4 


13 


28 


?. - 


$15/000"$19,999 


10 


15 


8 


27 


« 60 




$20,000-$24,999 


21 


19 


14 


23 


77 




S25,000-$34,999 


31 


30 


31 


17 


= 109 




$35,000-$49,999 


45 


14 


52 


13 


« 124 


: - - 


$50,000 or Over 


73 


7 


49 


12 


« 141 




Hours Child Care 


Services are Needed 








School Aged 
Child Care 


112 


62 


71 


73 


= 318 




All Day Child 
Care 


-0- 


29 


30 


-0- 


59 




Full Day 
Kindergarten 


-0- 


1 


2 


-0- 


3 




Shifts Hnnre 


-0- 


2 


4 


5 


11 




Holidays or 
Sick Days 


-0- 


2 


-0- 


-0- 


2 




None 


-0- 


-0- 


60 


-0- 


60 


F* ' 

IerIc 















White Blue Yellow Green Total 
Aaount Currently Paying for Child Care Per Week, Per Child 



$0 


149 


-0- 


-0- 


-0- 




149 


Less Than $20 


3 


6 


-0- 


3 




12 


§20 


3 


3 


9 


2 


• 


17 


$25 


6 


9 


S 


10 




30 


$30 


2 


5 


7 


2 




16 


$35 


6 


4 


4 


2 




16 


$40 


5 


9 


10 


2 




26 


?45 


1 


2 


17 


2 


= 


22 


$50 


2 


IS 


15 


11 






$55 


3 


6 


1 


1 




11 


$60 




7 


11 


9 


« 


30 


Over $60 


4 


12 


5 


8 




29 


Are They Willing to Pay More For Service Pref^rr..^? 






Yes 


141 


40 


55 


39 


= 


275 


No 


34 


47 


5S 


39 




175 


Age Breakdown 














Age 4 


6 


9 


18 


15 


s 


48 


Age 5 


5 


29 


24 


26 


as 


84 


Age 6 


10 


25 


38 


28 


s 


101 


Age 7 


18 


28 


32 


34 




112 


Age 8 


14 


17 


27 


23 


xs 


81 


Age 9 


21 


26 


34 


29 


s 


110 
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White Blue Yellow Green Total 
Age Breakdown (Continued) 



Age 10 


26 


15 


32 


16 


s 


89 


Age 11 


21 


7 


34 


12 


s 


74 


Age 12 


101 


8 


9 


5 




123 


Age 13 


70 


2 


6 


4 




82 


Age 14 


19 


4 


4 


9 




36 



NEED FOR SERVICES 



1. RESULTS OF THE SURVEY 



Question It How many children in each age group are in 
self/ sibling care? 

Finding: 

No child age four through six was left unattended. Two 
children age seven were left home alone for what the parents 
termed was a short time after school. In the second and 
third grades, less than a half dozen children were left home 
alone. Fifth and sixth grade seem to be the turning point 
where parents reluctantly leave their children in self care. 
25% of the parents polled begin to leave their children home 
alone in this age range. This group of parents were most 
likely to check dissatisfied with present arrangements. 

Over 58% of the parents indicated that their middle school 
age children were in self care. The rest either had a 
parent at home full time, or an older sibling at home. 

Note: For the purposes of this survey, children left with 
siblings that were 14 and younger were grouped in the home 
alone category. 
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Question 2: How aany children in each age range are cared 
for by a relative/ domestic other in their own ho«e? 

Finding: 22% of the children have a relative in their home 
that provides after school care. 

?«^^L.«?? ^^L"^"^ determine the number of children 

locfM«n« t"»; ^^f^ **** ^ variation between geographic 

? ^'^^y °^ children had a 

parent in the home, while Upper Marlboro had 31%. 

How many children in each age range are 
hbmes? registered or unregistered family day care 

Finding: 

'^•^J children are in registered family day care, it is 
difficult to provide an age breakdown since maiiy of these 

SnJ ^ "^i"! ^^""^^y a younger sibling 

under the age of four. 

14% of the children use neighbors for care at the elementary 
level. 9% of the middle school children use neighbors fo?^ 
shift hou^r^ children have parents that work 

Question 4: How many children are in pre-school based care? 
Finding: 

children are in pre-school care. This number is 
i S f '"^"y parents did not include information 

about their pre-schooler on a "school-age" survey. We do 
know there are 7,540 slots in licensed day c«n;ntlrs! 
Rarely do centers have openings, and many centers have 
waiting lists. ■ 

Question 5: How many children in each age range are in 
school based school-age child care? y m 

Finding: 

978 children are in school based schocl-age child care. 
at V greater concentration of children in the first 
through fourth grade level atteriding the programs. 
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Question 6: What do parents identify as preferences for 
school-age child care? 

Finding: 

41.2% of the parents prefer school based school-age child 
care. In fifth grade and higher the focus remains on school 
based care but in the form of a recreation program. 

Question It What do parents identify as appropriate ways 
for local governments to address school-age child care 
needs? 

Finding: 

According to parents, government can provide two forms of 
assistance to parents. More programs should be created in 
the schpol system, and cost for these programs should be 
kept affordable. Subsidies and tax credits were mentioned 
often. Providing transportation was a preference for these 
parents. 

Barriers to providing the care of preference were (1) 
expense 43% and (2) difficulty in finding care 25%. 

Question 8: Do parents anticipate a need for school-age 
child care? 

Finding: 

Those parents that answered this question indicated by 96.9% 
that in the future they will need school-age child care. 

Note: Several parents included written notes that indicated 
they are concerned about the lack of full day kindergarten. 

Question 9: What are parents willing to pay for school-aae 
child care? 

Finding: 

The answers to this question were as varied as the income 
levels. 24% of the parents had incomes of over $50,000. 
21%. of the families had incomes under $20,000. Of the 584 
parents that responded 275 are willing to pay more than they 
are currently paying and 175 are not willing to pay more. 
All requested a high quality program at a "reasonable" rate. 



Question 10: What are parents work hours and income level? 

Finding: Parents work between the hours of 6:30 am and 6:30 
pm at a rate of 74.8% of the total number of working 
parents. 
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Note: Prince George's County has a high percentage of shift 

P^f^'^"^ ^'^^i"^^ * degree of 

difficulty finding available child care. ' ^ 

^oT'itt family income in 1980 in Prince George's County is 
lio'onn* fa«ilies%arned over 

wer; °f families responding to the survey 

b * ^ i'^cone level. Either the income level 

to George's County has increased, or those responding 

to this survey are in the upper income brackets. P ° "9 

c?S»iL^?J°"® '^^^ °* respondents was below ?10,000. 
lit ill ? " ^ 5"*^ response to this survey ;Bong 

the low income families. With 15,392 families in the Coun?y 

Tn l^irurTeyTJ^^^tl: ^"^^ represe^t^^ 

SgrchiJd^caref ^^""''^ currently paying for school- 

Finding:. 

o-^r^^^""? paying on an average $36.48 a week for child 
bXv;,-^?^^^^"^ providers and neighborhood 

« generally paid by the hour. Center based 

Sai^. 2? i *^*?^^ ^^'^^ recreation centers 

have a set hourly or monthly fee. 

^^""^^^ parents are having great 
difficulty covering the cost of child care. Parents with 

SocJl on\?'^\?'^i'^ ^'^^ especially those with inlants w«e 
vocal on the high expense involved with child care. 



2. DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 



Number 1. How many households in the County include 
children ages 4-14? 

Children, 4-14 
193,355 165,611 31,863 59,178 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1980 Census of Population 
Housing, Summary Tape File 1. 
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Nu»ber 2. What i« the number children by age group? 



Under 1 

1 Year 

2 Years 

3 Years 

4 Years 

5 Years 
Years 
Years 

8 Years 

9 Years 

10 Years 

11 Years 

12 Years 

13 Years 

14 Years 



Year 



6 
7 



Male 

4,910 
4,607 
4,568 
4,451 
4,593 
4,520 
4,855 
5,333 
5,932 
6,025 
5,770 
5,908 
5,984 
6,346 



Female 
4,504 
4,538 
4,548 
4,474 
4,264 
4,095 
4,192 
4,636 
5,154 
5,775 
5,710 
5,602 
5,798 
5,758 
6,160 



Source: 1980 Census, Characteristics of Population, Vol. 1 
Part 22, MD. CHPT. B t- , x x. 



Number 3. What is the percentage of households in the 

County with children ages 4-14 compared to the 
total number of households? 



Total Number of 
Households 



224,789 



Total Number of 
Households with 
Children 4-14 

31,863 



Percentage of 
Households with 
Children 4-14 

19.23% 



Source: U.S. Bureau of Census, 1980, Population and Housinq 
Summary Tape File 1. 



Number 4. How many children ages 4-14 live in households 
with two parents? 

Number 5. How many children ages 4-14 live in households 
with one parent? 

Total Number of Children 4-14 In Children 4-14 

Family Households Family Households Living with One 

(2-Parents) Parent 



165,611 



65,608 



29,522 



Source: U.S. Bureau of Census, 1980 Population and Housinq 
Summary Tapes File 1. 
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N««ber 6. j;°J "ny children ace. 4-14 live in household, 
wnere ooth parents work? 

Number of Children 4-14 With Both Parents Working 

70,608 



Number 7. How .any children age 4-14 live in single parent 
fa.ilie. where the .ingle parent work.? ^ 



Total Number of Single 
Households with Children 
4-14 



29,522 



To<-al Number of Children 
4-14 in Single Parent 
Family Where The Single 
Parent Work. 

24,522 
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Number 8. What i. the inco.e level of houteholds with 
children ages 4- 14 by age group.? 

Total: 

Income above poverty level: 

With related children: 

Under 6 years and 6 to 17 la 359 

Under 6 years only 21,' 860 

6 to 17 years only eg 047 

Without related children 6l!7l9 

Income below poverty level: 

With related children: 

Under 6 years and 6 to 17 1 on? 

Under 6 years only 1*612 

6' to 17 years only 3*057 

Without related children i;667 

.Female householder, no husband present; 

Income above poverty level: 
With related children: 

Under 6 and 6 to 17 2 438 

°nly 2,* 990 

D to 17 years only 13 270 

Without related children 7^298 

Income below poverty level: 

Under 6 years and 6 to 17 1.068 

Under 6 years only 75g 

6 to 17 years only 1,983 

Without related children 424 

Families with one or more related children by poverty 
status in 1979 by presence and age of related ^illlL 

Income above poverty level: 
With related children: 

Under 5 years and 5 to 17 17 155 

Under 5 years only 19,282 

5 to 17 years only 61,629 

Income below poverty level: 
With related children: 

Under 5 years and 5 to 17 1 653 

Under 5 years only 1,404 

5 to 17 years only 3,414 

Source: U.S^ 1^80 Population and Housing 
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III* Analysis 

1. Inventory of Services 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

The Prince George's County Public School System in beginning 
to provide before and after school child care is truly 
starting to neet the r.eeds of worklag parents. The staff 
and administrative coordination of the programs are 
excellent. When a group of at least thirty parents submit 
paid registration, a program can be opened in a school 
within an astounding two weeks. Once programs are opened, 
parents are extremely pleased with the quality of care the 
children receive. 



Suggestions: 

1. This program needs to be advertised. The school system 
does not take an active role in promoting the availability 
?C ^l}®™^!®^"'"^* Instead, parents, the school principal, or 
the P. T. A. must take it upon themselves to ensure that the 
minimum number of registrants have paid and are committed to 
the program. Some parents are only vaguely aware of the 
availability of the programs. They need to know that 
initiation of the program can and should begin with them. 

2. The cost of the program needs to be reduced. Parents 

^^^^^ overwhelming preference is school based 
child care, while the most prevalent barrier to obtaining 
this care is expense, since each program must be self- 
sustaining, perhaps combining two nearby schools may solve 
the dilemma. Transportation issues will arise and hopefully 
could be resolved. *^ ^ 

3. Child care subsidy funds must become more available to 
parents. For example, in September, 1988, a cooperative 
effort between thie Langley Park-McCormick School, Monica 
Weaver, the coordinator for the after school prograiis, the 
Department of Social Services, and the Commission for 
Children and Youth, was formed with an effort to open a much 
needed before and after school child care program at this 
school. Parents were eager for a program. Unfortunately, 
the Purchase of Care subsidy funding is currently frozen. 
The school year has begun antl these children are without 
before and after school care. 

4. Most parents indicated a preference for school based 
recreation for their middle school children. With MNCPPC 
already doing an excellent job ii> both child care and 
recreation programs, an interagency collaboration between 
the school system and MNCPPC should be considered. Physical 
space could be provided in the middle schools free of 
charge, and programs could be operated by MNCPPC. The cost 
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^- ^' «f f"'?!^?' '^f"^? ^ * «iniiiu« since aost 

parents of middle school age children are reluctant to incur 
any expense and were very satisfied with their current 
arrangement. Even with a high level of satisfaction that 

/ «any :parents indicated, in the written portion of the 
survey, they still preferred a school based recreation 
program. 

Prince George's County is the second highest jurisdiction in 
the number of adolescent pregnancies in the State of 

'^t '^yfJ^ 'lowing an incr-i^sing number 

ot girls in the middle school and ninth grade level that are 
pregnant. These children need structured activity, not to be 
left alone each afternoon. 



DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES CHILD CARE REGUIAT IQW 

With efforts under way in the Department of Human Resources 
to form the new regional offices for all child care 
-regulations, we in Prince George's County are anticipating a 
smooth transition and a well functioning office. This is 
the opportunity for past regulatory problems to be resolved 
to further meet the growing demands of our parents. 

In the past our regulatory staff has indicated severe staff 
shortages which impede the growth of the child care 
industry. Without enough staff, potential providers must 
wait months for a license or registration. It is hoped that 
under the reorganisation this situation will be rectified. 

MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

The school-age child care needs assessment survey indicates 

the children age ten-twelve years, and 58% of the 
children 12 years and older are home alone before and after 

\ survey was returned by predominantly 

middle to upper income parents, the Commission is certain 
that these figures grossly under report the numbers of 
latchkey children in Prince George's County. 

The Mental Health Association oper; tes the Care-Line for 200 
latchkey children. This worthwhile program should be 
expanded through interagency support to serve a greater 
number of latchkey children. This program is free to the 
public and will fill a needed gap. 
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CHILD CARE IWyORMATION AMD REPERRAI, 



Prince George' « County operates no information and referral 
systep for chiltS care. This is a critical gap in service to 
parents and providers in our County. Currently parents nust 
call several agencies to receive a listing of registered and 
licensed care. First ti»e parents are given no counseling 
as to what to look for in a quality Center or home. There 
is awareness at all levels of County government of this gap 
in service to parents and a desi, s to fill this gap. 



2. Policies 

ZONING ORDINANCES 

The County Council has, as of July 1, 1986 made headway in 
reforming the restrictive zoning regulations concerning 
child care. As problems arise, it is hoped the Council will 
continue to be supportive of heeded changes relating to 
child care. ' 



TRANSPORTATION 



The Prince George's County Public School System, in 
providing an excellent before and after school or'^gram, has 
made significant strides in recognizing t?.iat family and 
children s needs go beyond the three o'clock bell. The 
schools should be encouraged to continue the expansion of 
this program and consider when necessary providing 
transportation. 



STATE POLICIES 



Prince George 'p County is in critical need of subsidized 
child day care funds. Throughout this document, specific 
examples have been cited of under funding in this 
jurisdiction. As funds are allocated, we hope Prince 
George's County will receive Purchase of Care funds in 
dir.'ct proportion to the number of children in need. * 
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3. SURVEY RESULTS 



a. 122,003 children age four through fourteen reside in 
Prince George's County, p£ these children at least 32,944 
have no foraal or inforiaai child care arrangement. These 
children are left unattended before and after school and are 
in iamediate need of school^age child care. 

Due to the heavy concentration of aiddle and upper income 
•parents that responded to this survey., we sstisate the 
numbers cited above €o be conservative, 

b. 78% of the children age 4-14 have parents that work 
outside the home. This figure seems to vary in different 
geographic areas in the County from 69% to 90%. 



c. School-age children are not using family day care in 
grea<- numbers> This resource should be explored to a 
greater extent as the number of providers increase. The 
Public School System.should provide parents, upph request, 
with a referral telephone number for the Department of 
Social Seirvices, so parents can obtain lists of registered 
providers. 

d. Parents are overwhelmingly in favor of school based 
child care. Parents wish to keep their children in one safe 
place all day. Regardless of age, they want this »chool 
based care to be affordable. 

Several parents of disabled children discussed their need 
for school based care and how difficult finding care is for 
their children. 

e. Parents are currently paying $36.48 for one child. When 
a family has more than one child, or an infant, the families 
feel the crunch and are quite verbal about the expense. 



DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 

This section prepared by Gene Lewis, Commission For Children 
and Youth, is based upon 1980 Census Data. At this writing 
the data is nine years old. Much has changed in the last 
ten years in Prince George's County. Where the County 
schools suffered a decline in enrollment during the 1970 's 
and early 1980^8, we are sieeing a steady increase of 
children returning to the schools. Projections in the 1980 
Census were estimated to be at least 4.4% below the 
actual population. With the growth in our County the 
availability of child care services will be greatly 
impacted. 
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CONCLUSION 



Prince George's County has a critical need for school-age 
(Child care services for children ages four through fourteen. 
32>94,4 children have no supervision before or after school. 
All too often we read of tragedies occurring to these 
latchkey children. This County has the service models in 
place. At this point we just need to the expand current 
services. 

The <:ommis8ion for Children and Youth will continue to 
advocate for the well being and safety of all our children, 
youth, and families. We plan to work with involved County 
and State agencies to ensure expanded child care services to 
children. 
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ao 



Commission for Children and Youth 
9201 Basil Court 
Landover, MD 20785 



What age is your child (children) 



2. Your child (children) is: 

number of girls number of boys 

3. What are your current arrangements for before 
and/or after school care for each child? 

day care center sitter in the home 

neighbor brother or sister 

relative care in the home 

home alone recreation center 



registered family other (please 

• day care provider specify) 

4* How satisfied are you with this arrangement? 

very satisfied dissatisfied 

somewhat satisfied no opinion 

somewhat dissatisfied 



Compared with your current arrangements, what type 
of care would you prefer for your child? 



6. What are the barriers (if any) you have experienced 
to using the child care you prefer? 

expense none 

difficulty finding distance from 

care home 

low quality care transportation 

child does not 

want service 

other 
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7. What could the local or State government do to ease 
the barriers (if any)? 



' RIC 



8. What are your anticipated school-age child care 
needs in the near future? 



9. What hours do you work? 



Your spouse? (if applicable) 



What is your family income? 



less than $5,000 
$5,000 T $9,999 
$10,000 - $14,999 
$15,000 - $19,999 
$20,000 - $24,999 
$25,000 - $34,999 
$35,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 or over 



10. What hours do you need child care services? 



11. What are you currently paying for child care per 
week? per child? 



12. Would you be willing to pay more for the type of 
child care you prefer? 



Reminder: Please return today . Thank you I 
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HOUSE SILL Ho. 1071 

(71rl961) " 

Xntroductd by Delegates Kitkp Young, Boston, N. Nurphy, Hughts, 
Oaks, Harrison, Kawlings, Anderson, fulton, Cuwings, 
Montagut, Ma e ni nftsiu MacKinnon , Callas, Lavlah, Jones, Cxua, 
and Currie 

Head and Examined by Proofreader: 

Proofreader. 



Proofreader. 

Sealed with the Great Seal and presented to the Governor, 

for his approval this_ ^ day of^ 

Mz O'clock, M* 



Speaker*' 

CKAPTEH 

1 AN ACT concerning 

2 edoeatton-*School2 Age Child Care Helivery-Plan Heeds Assessment 

3 FOR the purpose of establishing— pro^rams-of-before-and-after 

4 school— day— care— in— the— pobiie—scheols--lR~the— Stater 

5 requlrin9 counties to develop a school^ child care 
€ service delivery-plan needs assessment that includes certain 
7 elements: requiringr— each— rcounty— to— -appoint— plan 
• eoordifiatbrsT specifying certain ^roupm that the plan 
9 eobrdinators-*are county !• required to involve or are is 

10 permitted to involve In the planning — process needs 

11 assessment : Kt^uiKinf Ikt rfevetopmes< oi ctKUim 

12 Ktcommtniition^; requiring the Governor to appoint a school^ 

13 age child care planner coordinator who shall perform 

14 certain services: specifying a certain date for submitting 

15 complete plans to the Governor and the General Assembly : 

16 aothoriting-the-6overnor-to-provide— certmin — f was— to — the 

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MArtER ADDED TO EXISTING LAN* 
(Brackets! indicate matter deleted from existing law. 
Underlining indicates amendments to bill. 
St rike*ottt indicates matter stricken frcsi the bill by 
amendment or deleted from the lav by amendment. 
:ScK<pi: ditnottk oppeUU ckambcf/cpMleuMce committee 



2 BOUSE BILL No. 1071 

9tnerally rtUtln^ to school* «9t child cart deltvtry**plafi8 
netds assesitnt » * 

BY addin9 to 

ArtieU***BdtteatiM 

Sacttdii"?-4B-H— throofh ?-4B-i5-?i4BHMT-i«ci»sivtT-t5-k« 

tiiidtrTthf««w-s»btttit-**9«Btttit~4BT— Schoeij^Ma 
ehiidr.eara*Btitvtry-rro«ra» yUti*ltatds*Matss«ttit " 

Annotattd^eodarofriterylafid 

tl9B$rBtpUetatfitr'Vdiii»t*and«i9a(*S«pplaatfitt 

SecXioa 4A 

T^MoUtti Code oi tU%ir<aa< 



Freaiibit 

HHBREAST--A"vatt—fttt»bar— of Many MaryUnd**ehtidrtfi*nead 
«onp*rafttal-soparvtsed-car«-bef5ra-"afid— after-— achMiT--d«ft«9 
ho^t4iiy$T-aftd-d»srtft9-vaeattefis?-a«3 

ifHeBeAS7-*tha*trefid*td««rd*ptsblie*9ehddl*pro9rafts-f5r«4*ytar 
0ld-chiidrafirit-liktly-t5-tas»lt-iii— ydafi9ar— Utchkty— chtidftnr 
and 

llHEJlEMT--MaryUnd— citittna— nhe-wofk-ahottid-havt-acctss-ta 
qealttyT*aff5rdabla*ehild*eBta*arran9Manta*for*'*tht*'*atiparvtaidn 
«nd-n«rtttranea*5f-aehedl--a9t*ehildranr*nd«T-tharafdrt7 



SECTION 1. BE IT EHACTEO BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY Of 
MARYLANDt That tht Laws of Maryland rtad as follows: 

Artlclt — Bdtteation 4<P • OiUtt Ion CkitdKtn Mi iout k 

9IIBflfbB-4BT**SeHeeb A9e-eHfBB-eAlie*BBblVEBy-?Be6RAM 

FEAiFMBEBS^ASSESSMEMf 

9>4B-9ly 4A, 

tAi**iN*tai8*8HBti9bB*fKe*mbON{N«-lieBBS*HAVB*9HB**M£ANilMB 
iNBieATBBt 

tBt**'*eHlbB***MEANS-*A*eHlbB-eP<^A9*beASf-4*fEAB8-«bB*-ANB*-!l99 
MeBB*99!AN*l4*YBAB9*ebBT 

tet-**PbAN«-MEAN9*A*-S€H66b-A6B*eHii>B-eAIUS**S£RVieB-<^BEblVeBy 

FbANr 

?-4B-iaT 



■OUSe IILI ItO. 1071 



1 .M-fHEHe-vM-A-Me6llAH-eP-SeHeefc-A6E-€HIM-€AM-S»VieB-«l 

2 tHE^rWMerSeHeebS-W^WiS-SfAtBT 



, i,^..|AeH-€eHW«-8iiAbfc--MVBba»--*--seHeefc--A«t--eHifci--eAi»i 
4 sEiiyiet-iBbiy»«r»KWiT 



s 
« 

7 
9 




♦€♦ (•1(1) EAC« COOHW swat AWIOT-A^*^ 

il SUfifiMEOT . THS seavlcss-cr: 

(I) THE WBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM; 

( II) THE PARKS AND RECREATION ACEHCY j 

(III) THE PUBLIC HEALTH AGENCY: 
tiv) THE SOCIAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT? 

(V) TME VflHM CHiLDREM'S COUNCIL; 

(VI) COMMUMITY COLLBGBS; 

(Vii) THE ELECTED COVERHIMC BODY; 

(Vlil) THE PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM; AMD 

(IX) THE tOMlMG AMD PLANNIMG ACEMCY. 

fif--m-PLAM-eeeRBIMATeR--8H^fc--Atf»W--2^ 
pRjVAtE-eR6ANIIA«eNS-IM-tHB-PbANMIH«-PReeBS9T-IMeWIBIMBt 

.2^ IN PRF ^tlMC THE MP EPS ASSESSMENT^ THE COOMTY 

26 SHALL CONSuit WITOj. 

2^ (1) CHILD CARE PROVIDERS; 

(II) PARENT GROUPS f-IN€WBlN8-tHB-HA; 

(III) BUSINESS GROUPS T-«NeMIBiMS-«IB-eHAMBER 
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29 

30 BP-eeMMBReB; 

31 
32 
11 



tiv>-tHB-eeAbmeH-peR-«HB-HAMBieArPEBT 

^IVI CRbOPS REPRESEMTI MC TBE HANDICAPPED; 
(V) COMMUNITY-BASED YOUTH AGENCIES; AND 



(VI) ebERBY RELIGIOUS CROUPS , 



4. lOUSe BILL Mo. 1071 

1 f-4l-«i ?-4»-4t T 

2 tAeMT»bAii>SHAfci>-ti«ei»«»B- >»eyesAh8>>eK t to in mPAnmc the 

J WEEDS ASSESSMEMT, tHE COOMT¥ SHALL g6wStbto; ~ 

4 (1) A OESICN rOR A SAFE ENVIRONMENT FOR CHILDREN; 

$ (2) ACTIVITIES DESIGNED TO MEET A CHILD'S INDIVIDUAL 

f FKYSICAL. SOCIAL, ENOTIONALi AND INTELLECTUAL NEEDS: 

? (3) eeHrRCRENSive year-round procramminc for the 

• following TINES: 

i (I) SEFORE^ AND AfTE9>.-SCB00Li 

10 (II) A SCHOOL HOLIDAY} 

:i CII) A DAY WEN SCHOOL IS CLOSED FOR WEATHER 

12 OR SUMMER VACATION. "«**n«» 

13 (4) A-FfcAN-fe-iMPbEMENT |MPbEMENf!N6 iMPbENENATiON-eF 

IS UfUQ^TlOS AKTIClt : ' ' ^ 

•« »H5 ME eP S€He01,-B8SES-ANB-efHER-be€Afc 

:? TRASS?ea?A?i&N— SERVf€iSr-TerTPANSRR»-€K«E9RES-f6-A.Na-FR6M-€HlfcB 
eARS-PRe«RAMS-ANB-APtlR-SeHeeb-A€tmtlMr 

11 nrur.^»«««.*ill A-RBVIBW-tF LOCAL lONING LANS THAT AFFECT THE 
20 DEVELOPMENT OF 11e PLAN; 

♦?»-iMPeR.MATteN-FeR- iNFeRMiNg -PAREMtS-ftll-flP-*Ht-wt.y 

22 eF-seHeefc^-RSg-eHibs-eARe-SBRVic Mr-ANfc " « •£ »»» 

23 tltr-W-TAr-PbMlr-FOR Wl— ISfABbiSRNINt W ff» 

24 i*l TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES FOR PROVIDERS OF CHILD CARIt > AMD 

15 t>»-:AbtBRHATiVE ♦§» 17 J APPROPR IATE FUNDING 

26 MECHANISMS Wfc-tMi'bfeMfeM»lig-THB^nAM. ^ 

27 ?-4S-04 y-4»-ia T 

}? IHrOWtttlOtl to COONTtCS COHCnNtNC CSIU) 

Jl CAKE fiECDS; 

>2 (2) RIVBbW IHlDBbiNBS— AN» PROVIDE GUIDANCE AND 

33 TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO EACH COUNTY} 

|4 13) ESTABLISH A STATBMiM MBTWeRH er PbAN 

31 CeeRBiNAteRS "MSOM kith EACH COUNTY AGENCY DESICM^TEP TO 

3« CONDUCT THE NEk6S AiicSgMfeMf ; AMji ^ 



'if NOUSe tItL No. 1071 S 

I (4) COORDINATE CFPOR'.S MITH STATE ACCNCIES TO 

7 INCREASE AWARENESS OF LOCAL CHILD CARE ISSUESt ; AWP 

3 in Kvnv AMP KPov o*i Kcomuvkrmi ton m 

) . 4 UPLlHlHTAim OF THE FDOT 

8 »-4i-tS ?'41-t4 T 

| ; 6 iki M) EACH COUNTY S:?ALL SUBMIT A— PfcAN ITS NEEDS 

< . t ASSESSNENT TO the governor no later than JANUARY JHh» OCTOBER I. 

• iiii ANb. SUBJECT TO S 2-1312 OP THE STATE GOViKlSENt Akf ICLE. 

9 THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

10 «Btr-tHe-!«eVBRNeR-MAY-PReVi»B-P»NB9-iN-fHe-B«B6Bf-fe— ASSiSf 

II BAeH-eevNfv-ffe-teveMP-teRVieES-miBSR-its-PbANT 



12 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act Shall 

13 takt tfftct July 1. 198?. 



\ 



Approvtd; 



Governor. 

Speaker of the Boust of Dtlegattt. 

President of ^.ht Senate* 



